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including the guzzler tax—is $15,550
higher than a standard SLK350’s, but that
increment strikes us as reasonable for the
major performance upgrades. It is also the
least expensive car in the AMG lineup,
except for the C55, and we think the SLK
is the best balanced of the lot. Our tester’s
sticker was $63,550 owing to two options:
metallic paint ($680) and Airscarf ($350),
which blows warm air on the occupants’
necks, nice for top-down motoring in cold
weather.

Had it been in our March roadster com-
paro, the SLK55 would have been the most
expensive entry but also the quickest
through the quarter-mile. Its aggressive
looks and upsized brakes would have
worked in its favor, too. Moreover, most
passersby were awed by the AMG road-

ster, wondering, “How much does that
cost, $150,000?” Hmm, a Corvette never
produced a similar effect.                     ■

MERCEDES-BENZ SLK55 AMG
Vehicle type: front-engine, rear-wheel-drive, 2-passenger, 2-
door roadster

Price as tested: $63,550

Price and option breakdown: base Mercedes-Benz SLK55
AMG (includes $1300 gas-guzzler tax and $720 freight), $62,520;
metallic paint, $680; Airscarf neck heaters, $350

Major standard accessories: power windows, seats, and locks;
remote locking; A/C; cruise control; tilting and telescoping
steering wheel; rear defroster

Sound system: Mercedes-Benz AM-FM radio/CD player, 10
speakers

ENGINE
Type . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . V-8, aluminum block and heads
Bore x stroke . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.82 x 3.62 in, 97.0 x 92.0mm
Displacement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 332 cu in, 5439cc
Compression ratio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.0:1
Fuel-delivery system . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . port injection 
Valve gear . . . . . . . . . . . . . chain-driven single overhead cams, 

3 valves per cylinder, hydraulic lifters
Power (SAE net). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 355 bhp @ 5750 rpm
Torque (SAE net) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 376 lb-ft @ 4000 rpm
Redline. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6700 rpm

DRIVETRAIN
Transmission. . . . . 7-speed automatic with manumatic shifting
Final-drive ratio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.06:1
Gear Ratio Mph/1000 rpm Max test speed
I 4.38 5.3 36 mph (6700 rpm)
II 2.86 8.2 55 mph (6700 rpm)
III 1.92 12.2 81 mph (6700 rpm)
IV 1.37 17.0 114 mph (6700 rpm)
V 1.00 23.3 156 mph (6700 rpm)
VI 0.82 28.5 156 mph (5500 rpm)
VII 0.73 32.0 156 mph (4900 rpm)

DIMENSIONS
Wheelbase . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95.7 in
Track, front/rear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60.0/61.0 in
Length/width/height. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160.9/70.6/50.0 in
Ground clearance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.9 in 
Drag area, Cd (0.35) x frontal area (21.0 sq ft). . . . . . . 7.4 sq ft 
Curb weight. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3455 lb
Weight distribution, F/R . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52.8/47.2%
Curb weight per horsepower . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.7 lb
Fuel capacity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.5 gal

CHASSIS/BODY
Type . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . unit construction with 

1 rubber-isolated subframe 
Body material . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . welded steel stampings

INTERIOR
SAE volume, front seat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49 cu ft

luggage, top up/down . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10/7 cu ft
Front-seat adjustments . . . . . . . . . fore-and-aft, seatback angle, 

front height, rear height 
Restraint systems, front . . . . . manual 3-point belts, driver and 

passenger front and side airbags

SUSPENSION
Front. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ind, strut located by 1 diagonal link and 

1 lateral link, coil springs, anti-roll bar
Rear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ind; 1 trailing link, 3 lateral links, and 

1 toe-control link per side; coil springs; anti-roll bar

STEERING
Type . . . . rack-and-pinion with variable hydraulic power assist
Steering ratio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14.5:1
Turns lock-to-lock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.9
Turning circle curb-to-curb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34.4 ft

BRAKES
Type . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . hydraulic with vacuum power assist, 

anti-lock control, and electronic panic assist
Front . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13.4 x 1.2-in vented, cross-drilled disc
Rear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13.0 x 0.9-in vented, cross-drilled disc

WHEELS AND TIRES
Wheel size. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F: 7.5 x 18 in, R: 8.5 x 18 in
Wheel type. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . cast aluminum
Tires . . . . . . . . . . Pirelli P Zero Rosso MO; F: 225/40ZR-18 92Y, 

R: 245/35ZR-18 92Y
Test inflation pressures, F/R . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36/39 psi
Spare . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . compact inflatable

C/D TEST RESULTS
ACCELERATION Seconds
Zero to 30 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1.6

40 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2.3
50 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.2
60 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4.3
70 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5.4
80 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7.0
90 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8.5

100 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10.3
110 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12.6
120 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15.3
130 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18.4
140 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22.2
150 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28.0

Street start, 5–60 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4.6
Top-gear acceleration, 30–50 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2.3

50–70 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2.9
Standing 1/4-mile  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12.7 sec @ 111 mph
Top speed (governor limited)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .156 mph

BRAKING
70–0 mph @ impending lockup  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .156 ft

HANDLING
Roadholding, 300-ft-dia skidpad  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0.91 g
Understeer  . . . . . . . . . . . . .minimal moderate excessive

FUEL ECONOMY 
EPA city driving  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16 mpg
EPA highway driving  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22 mpg
C/D-observed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17 mpg

INTERIOR SOUND LEVEL
Idle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .47 dBA
Full-throttle acceleration  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .83 dBA
70-mph cruising  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .72 dBA

CURRENT BASE PRICE* dollars x 1000
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Chrysler Crossfire SRT6 roadster (3.2-liter, 330 hp, 5-sp auto)

Chevrolet Corvette roadster (6.0-liter, 400 hp, 6-sp man)

Porsche Boxster S (3.2-liter, 276 hp, 6-sp man)

Mercedes-Benz SLK55 AMG (5.4-liter, 355 hp, 7-sp auto)

Porsche Boxster S

Mercedes-Benz SLK55 AMG

Chrysler Crossfire SRT6 roadster

Chevrolet Corvette roadster

Porsche Boxster S

Chevrolet Corvette roadster

Chrysler Crossfire SRT6 roadster

Mercedes-Benz SLK55 AMG

Porsche Boxster S

Chevrolet Corvette roadster

Chrysler Crossfire SRT6 roadster

Mercedes-Benz SLK55 AMG

Mercedes-Benz SLK55 AMG

Chevrolet Corvette roadster

Porsche Boxster S

Chrysler Crossfire SRT6 roadster

*Base price includes freight, any performance options, and applicable gas-guzzler tax.
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