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Where Our Gasoline Comes From – Basics

From Refinery to Consumer
After crude oil is refined into gasoline and other petroleum products, the products must be distributed to consumers.
The majority of gasoline is shipped first by pipeline to storage terminals near consuming areas and then loaded into
trucks for delivery to individual gas stations.

Gasoline Is Sent Through Shared Pipelines Where Commingling Occurs
Gasoline and other products are sent through shared pipelines in “batches.” Since these batches are not physically
separated in the pipeline, some mixing or “commingling” of products occurs. This mixing is why the quality of the
gasoline and other products must be tested as they enter and leave the pipeline to make sure they meet appropriate
specifications.

Whenever the product fails to meet local, State, or Federal product specifications, it must be removed and trucked
back to a refinery for further processing.

Can I Tell Which Country or State the Gasoline at My
Local Station Comes From?
The Energy Information Administration (EIA) cannot definitively say
where gasoline at a given station originated since EIA does not collect
data on the source of the gasoline sold at retail outlets. The name on
the service station sign does not tell the whole story. The fact that you
purchase gasoline from a given company does not necessarily mean
that the gasoline was actually produced by that particular company’s
refineries.

Gasoline Brands Get Mixed During Shipment
While gasoline is sold at about 162,000 retail outlets across the
Nation, about one-third of these stations are "unbranded" dealers that
may sell gasoline of any brand. The remainder of the outlets are "branded" stations, but may not necessarily be selling
gasoline produced at that company’s refineries. This mixing of brands occurs because gasoline from different
refineries is often combined for shipment by pipeline, and companies owning service stations in the same area may be
purchasing gasoline at the same bulk terminal.

The only difference between the gasoline at station X and the gasoline at station Y may be the small amount of
additives that those companies add to the gasoline before it gets to the pump.

Crude Oil also Gets Mixed at the Refinery
Even if we knew which company’s refinery produced the gasoline, the source of the crude oil used at that refinery may
vary on a day-to-day basis. Most refiners use a mix of crude oils from various domestic and foreign sources. The mix
of crude oils can change based on the relative cost and availability of crude oil from different sources.

Learn More
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How Do Retailers Get – and Sell – Gasoline? — http://www.nacsonline.com/NACS/Resources/campaigns
/2010GasPriceKit/Pages/HowDoRetailersGetGasoline.aspx
Primer on Gasoline Sources and Markets — http://www.eia.doe.gov/neic/experts/contactexperts.htm
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